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§ 80.405 Station license.
(a) Requirement. Stations must have

an authorization granted by the Fed-
eral Communications Commission.

(b) Application. Application for au-
thorizations in the maritime services
must be submitted on the prescribed
forms in accordance with subpart B of
this part.

(c) Posting. The current station au-
thorization or a clearly legible copy
must be posted at the principal control
point of each station. If a copy is post-
ed, it must indicate the location of the
original. When the station license can-
not be posted as in the case of a marine
utility station operating at temporary
unspecified locations or the ship or rec-
reational boat does not have an en-
closed wheelhouse, it must be kept
where it will be readily available for
inspection. The licensee of a station on
board a ship subject to Part II or III of
Title III of the Communications Act or
the Safety Convention must retain the
most recently expired ship station li-
cense in the station records until the
first Commission inspection after the
expiration date.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 62
FR 40307, July 28, 1997]

§ 80.407 Operator authorization.
This section contains information

and rules pertinent to the application
for and posting of radio operator au-
thorizations. Rules applicable to radio
operator requirements are contained in
subpart D of this part and other rules
pertinent to commercial radio opera-
tors are contained in part 13 of this
chapter.

(a) Application. Detailed information
about application forms, filing proce-
dures, and places to file applications
for radio operator authorizations is
contained in the bulletin ‘‘Commercial
Radio Operator Licenses and Permits.’’
This bulletin is available from any
Commission District Office or from the
FCC, Washington, DC 20554.

(b) Posting. When a Commission-au-
thorized operator is required, the origi-
nal authorization of each operator
must be posted at the principal control
point of the station. In lieu of posting,
an operator who holds a restricted ra-
diotelephone operator permit or a high-

er class operator license may have the
operator authorization or a photocopy
thereof available for inspection upon
request by authorized Commission em-
ployees when operating the following:

(1) A voluntary station;
(2) Any class of ship station when the

operator is on board solely to service
the radio equipment; or

(3) A portable station.

§ 80.409 Station logs.

(a) General requirements. Logs must be
established and properly maintained as
follows:

(1) The log must be kept in an or-
derly manner. The required informa-
tion for the particular class or cat-
egory of station must be readily avail-
able. Key letters or abbreviations may
be used if their proper meaning or ex-
planation is contained elsewhere in the
same log.

(2) Erasures, obliterations or willful
destruction within the retention period
are prohibited. Corrections may be
made only by the person originating
the entry by striking out the error, ini-
tialing the correction and indicating
the date of correction.

(3) Ship station logs must identify
the vessel name, country of registry,
and official number of the vessel.

(4) The station licensee and the radio
operator in charge of the station are
responsible for the maintenance of sta-
tion logs.

(b) Availability and retention. Station
logs must be made available to author-
ized Commission employees upon re-
quest and retained as follows:

(1) Logs must be retained by the li-
censee for a period of two years from
the date of entry, and, when applicable,
for such additional periods as required
by the following paragraphs:

(i) Logs relating to a distress situa-
tion or disaster must be retained for
three years from the date of entry.

(ii) If the Commission has notified
the licensee of an investigation, the re-
lated logs must be retained until the li-
censee is specifically authorized in
writing to destroy them.

(iii) Logs relating to any claim or
complaint of which the station licensee
has notice must be retained until the
claim or complaint has been satisfied
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or barred by statute limiting the time
for filing suits upon such claims.

(2) Logs containing entries required
by paragraphs (e) and (f) of this section
must be kept at the principal radio-
telephone operating location while the
vessel is being navigated. All entries in
their original form must be retained on
board the vessel for at least 30 days
from the date of entry. Additionally,
logs required by paragraph (f) of this
section must be retained on board the
vessel for a period of 2 years from the
date of the last inspection of the ship
radio station.

(3) Ship radiotelegraph logs must be
kept in the principal radiotelegraph
operating room during the voyage.

(c) Public coast station logs. Public
coast stations must maintain a log as
follows:

(1) ‘‘ON DUTY’’ must be entered by
the operator beginning a duty period,
followed by the operator’s signature.
‘‘OFF DUTY’’ must be entered by the
operator being relieved of or termi-
nating duty, followed by the operator’s
signature.

(2) The date and time of making an
entry must be shown opposite the
entry.

(3) Failure of equipment to operate as
required and incidents tending to un-
duly delay communication must be en-
tered.

(4) All measurements of the trans-
mitter frequency(ies) must be entered
with a statement of any corrective ac-
tion taken.

(5) Entries must be made giving de-
tails of all work performed which may
affect the proper operation of the sta-
tion. The entry must be made, signed
and dated by the operator who super-
vised or performed the work and, un-
less the operator is regularly employed
on a full-time basis at the station,
must also include the mailing address,
class, serial number, and expiration
date of the operator license.

(6) Entries must be made about the
operation of the antenna tower lights
when the radio station has an antenna
structure requiring illumination by
part 17 of this chapter.

(7) All distress or safety related calls
transmitted or received must be en-
tered, together with the frequency used

and the position of any vessel in need
of assistance.

(8) Coast stations which maintain a
watch on 500 kHz must enter the time
this watch is begun, suspended or
ended.

(d) Ship radiotelegraph logs. Logs of
ship stations which are compulsorily
equipped for radiotelegraphy and oper-
ating in the band 90 to 535 kHz must
contain log entries as follows:

(1) The date and time of each occur-
rence or incident required to be entered
in the log must be shown opposite the
entry and the time must be expressed
in Coordinated Universal Time (UTC).

(2) ‘‘ON WATCH’’ must be entered by
the operator beginning a watch, fol-
lowed by the operator’s signature.
‘‘OFF WATCH’’ must be entered by the
operator being relieved or terminating
a watch, followed by the operator’s sig-
nature. All log entries must be com-
pleted by the end of each watch.

(3) During the watch, all calls and re-
plies to and from the station must be
entered to include the time, fre-
quencies, and call letters of the station
communicated with or heard. Also, any
messages exchanged must be entered to
include the time, frequency, and call
letters of the station(s) communicated
with or heard.

(4) During the watch, an entry must
be made twice per hour stating wheth-
er the international silence period was
observed. Entries must also be made
indicating any signals or communica-
tions heard on 500 kilohertz during this
period. If no signals are heard on 500
kHz, an entry to that effect must be
made.

(5) The time and reason for dis-
continuance and the time of resuming
the watch must be entered when the 500
kHz watch is discontinued.

(6) All distress calls, automatic-
alarm signals, urgency and safety sig-
nals made or intercepted, the complete
text, if possible, or distress messages
and distress communications, and any
incidents or occurrences which may ap-
pear to be of importance to safety of
life or property at sea, must be en-
tered, together with the time of such
observation or occurrence and the posi-
tion of the ship or other mobile unit in
need of assistance.
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(7) The position of the ship at least
once per day.

(8) A daily entry must be made com-
paring the radio station clock with
standard time, including errors ob-
served and corrections made. For this
purpose, authentic radio time signals
received from land or fixed stations
will be acceptable as standard time.

(9) All test transmissions must be en-
tered, including the time of the trans-
missions and the approximate geo-
graphical location of the vessel.

(10) Any failure of equipment to oper-
ate as required and any incidents tend-
ing to unduly delay communications
must be entered.

(11) A ship required to keep a radio-
telegraph watch on 500 kHz must meet
the following:

(i) Entries must be made of the re-
sults of tests of the emergency instal-
lation including transmitter antenna
current, hydrometer readings of lead-
acid storage batteries, voltage readings
of other types of batteries, and quan-
tity of fuel available for engine genera-
tors.

(ii) When the vessel is in the open
sea, a log entry must be made each
time the emergency power supply is
used to carry on a communication
other than during a safety watch.

(iii) When the vessel is in the open
sea, a daily entry must be made show-
ing whether the storage batteries were
brought up to the normal full charge
condition that day.

(iv) Entries must be made stating
when each storage battery is placed on
charge or off charge.

(v) Entries must be made about
maintenance of survival craft radio
equipment, including a record of charg-
ing of any storage batteries supplying
power to such equipment. The record of
charging must show when such storage
battery is placed on charge and when it
is taken off charge.

(vi) Results of inspections and tests
of survival craft radio equipment, prior
to departure of the vessel from a har-
bor or port and weekly inspections,
must be entered.

(vii) On a cargo vessel equipped with
an auto alarm, the entry ‘‘AUTO
ALARM ON’’ and the entry ‘‘AUTO
ALARM OFF’’, respectively, must be
made whenever the operator places the

auto alarm in and out of operation. Re-
sults of the required auto alarm tests
must be entered daily, including the
minimum number of 4-second dashes
from the testing device which were
necessary to properly operate the
alarm.

(viii) On a cargo vessel equipped with
an auto alarm, a log entry must be
made whenever the auto alarm be-
comes inoperative. The entry must in-
clude a statement showing the time
the operator was called to make re-
pairs; the reason for the failure; parts
changed; repairs; and the time the auto
alarm was restored to service.

(e) Ship radiotelephone logs. Logs of
ship stations which are compulsorily
equipped for radiotelephony must con-
tain the following applicable log en-
tries and the time of their occurrence:

(1) A summary of all distress, ur-
gency and safety traffic;

(2) A summary of communications
conducted on other than VHF fre-
quencies between the ship station and
land or mobile stations;

(3) A reference to important service
incidents;

(4) The position of the ship at least
once a day;

(5) The name of the operator at the
beginning and end of the watch period;

(6) The time the watch begins when
the vessel leaves port, and the time it
ends when the ship reaches port;

(7) The time the watch is discon-
tinued, including the reason, and the
time the watch is resumed;

(8) The times when storage batteries
provided as a part of the required ra-
diotelephone installation are placed on
charge and taken off charge;

(9) Results of required equipment
tests, including specific gravity of
lead-acid storage batteries and voltage
reading of other types of batteries pro-
vided as a part of the compulsory in-
stallation;

(10) Results of inspections and tests
of compulsorily fitted lifeboat radio
equipment;

(11) A daily statement about the con-
dition of the required radiotelephone
equipment, as determined by either
normal communication or test commu-
nication;
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(12) When the master is notified
about improperly operating radio-
telephone equipment.

(f) Applicable radiotelephone log en-
tries. The log entries listed in para-
graph (e) of this section are applicable
as follows:

(1) Radiotelephony stations subject
to the Communications Act, the Safety
Convention, or the Bridge-to-Bridge
Act must record entries indicated by
paragraphs (e)(1) through (e)(12) of this
section. Additionally, the radio-
telephone log must provide an easily
identifiable, separate section relating
to the required inspection of the ship’s
radio station. Entries must be made in
this section giving at least the fol-
lowing information.

(i) For ships that pass the inspection:
(A) The date the inspection was con-

ducted.
(B) The date by which the next in-

spection needs to completed.
(C) The inspector’s printed name, ad-

dress and class of FCC license (includ-
ing the serial number).

(D) The results of the inspection, in-
cluding any repairs made.

(E) The inspector’s signed and dated
certification that the vessel meets the
requirements of the Communications
Act and, if applicable, the Safety Con-
vention and the Bridge-to-Bridge Act
contained in subparts Q, R, S, U, or W
of this part and has successfully passed
the inspection.

(F) The vessel owner, operator, or
ship’s master’s certification that the
inspection was satisfactory.

(ii) For ships that fail the inspection:
(A) The date the inspection was con-

ducted.
(B) The inspector’s printed name, ad-

dress and class of FCC license (includ-
ing the serial number).

(C) The reason that the ship did not
pass the inspection.

(D) The date and time that the ship’s
owner, operator or master was notified
that the ship failed the inspection.

(2) Radiotelephony stations subject
to the Great Lakes Agreement and the
Bridge-to-Bridge Act must record en-
tries indicated by paragraphs (e) (1),
(5), (6), (7), (8), (9), (11) and (12) of this
section. Additionally, the radio-
telephone log must provide an easily
identifiable, separate section relating

to the required inspection of the ship’s
radio station. Entries must be made in
this section giving at least the fol-
lowing information:

(i) The date the inspection was con-
ducted;

(ii) The date by which the next in-
spection needs to be completed;

(iii) The inspector’s printed name,
address and class of FCC license (in-
cluding the serial number);

(iv) The results of the inspection, in-
cluding any repairs made;

(v) The inspector’s signed and dated
certification that the vessel meets the
requirements of the Great Lakes
Agreement and the Bridge-to-Bridge
Act contained in subparts T and U of
this part and has successfully passed
the inspection; and

(vi) The vessel owner, operator, or
ship’s master’s certification that the
inspection was satisfactory.

(3) Radiotelephony stations subject
to the Bridge-to-Bridge Act must
record entries indicated by paragraphs
(e) (1), (5), (6), (7), (11) and (12) of this
section.

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 54 FR 40059, Sept. 29,
1989; 61 FR 25807, May 23, 1996; 63 FR 29659,
June 1, 1998]

§ 80.411 Vessel certification or exemp-
tion.

(a) Application. The application pro-
cedures for inspection and certification
and for exemptions are contained in
§ 80.59.

(b) Posting. Communications Act,
Safety Convention and Great Lakes
Radio Agreement certificates or ex-
emptions must be posted in a promi-
nent, accessible place in the ship. Ships
subject to the Great Lakes Agreement
may, in lieu of a posted certificate, cer-
tify compliance in the station log re-
quired by section 80.409(f).

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 61
FR 25807, May 23, 1996]

§ 80.413 On-board station equipment
records.

(a) The licensee of an on-board sta-
tion must keep equipment records
which show:

(1) The ship name and identification
of the on-board station;
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